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The Gospel set apart for this Sunday is a peculiar one in that 
it contains an incident of Christ’s youth. When Christ was twelve 
years old, this took place what Luke here records. In fact, this is 
the only record that we have of the earlier part of Christ’s life. 
After an account of His birth and of His presentation to the Lord, 
we find no mention of Him, except this one, until He was baptized 
by John at the river Jordan. Only one glimpse of His boyhood days 
is given us, and a beautiful one it is, showing us what manner of 
youth this is. 

His parents were very devout and sincere. They went to Jeru- 
salem every year at the feast of the Passover. They did not go to 
the great city on account of the festivities. No; they went to do 
according as the Law commanded. Jesus, at the age of twelve, went 
with them. Whether this was the first time He went, or not, is not 
stated; but it shows that He was at an early age about His Father’s 
business. Parents here have an example that they should by no 
means neglect to imitate since it is their duty to raise their children 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord; and those not heeding 
God’s command only too often live to reap the fruits of what they 
have sown in their children. The father sets a bad example, the 
mother sets a bad example, the child imitates them, and parents can- 
not comprehend where the cause of their child’s disobedience lies. 
And what makes it far worse is, that God holds the parents guilty 
of this. The father that does not bring up his child in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord is held responsible for this neglect in 
the Judgment; and many a parent has fallen short of life eternal 
on account of this omission. Again, a parent may speak to his off- 
spring about God, His Son, salvation, and faith; he may instruct 
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him or have him taught by others, may set him a good example, in 
fact, do all he can, and yet the child is bad. But we are not to look 
at the results or at the mysterious movements of all-wise Providence: 
no, we are to do our duty. For this purpose God has placed us in 
various positions and states, and there is hardly a greater duty than 
that of a parent to his child. It cannot be stated much plainer than 
this: Here is a father and a son. The father sets his offspring a bad 
example. The son follows in the footprints of his father and becomes 
a godless fellow. Instead of planting good seed, this father sows cor- 
ruption, instills poison into his own flesh, is accessory to killing his 
own child for eternity. It is a horror! 

Look at Joseph and Mary in the text. Although Jesus needed not 
the raising that sinful man needs, since He was without sin, yet — 
unnecessary as this was— they show by their conduct how He may 
live a godly life. They are religious, and chide Jesus for His sup- 
posed disobedience. He goes home with them, and is subject unto 
them until about His thirtieth year. Jesus as true God and man, 
as He who was undefiled and separate from sinners, was truly obedient 
without parental influence. Our text gives in a few words a delinea- 
tion of a happy family-circle, a delineation that contains a good les- 
son for both parents and children. But looking at our text from an- 
other point of view, it contains three other great lessons, to which I 
now wish to point. These truths are: 


1. Christ's habitation; 2. Christ’s work; 3. Christ's growth. 


1% 

After the days of the feast were fulfilled, Mary and Joseph left 
Jerusalem for Nazareth. They traveled along with their kinsfolk 
and acquaintances in the same manner as when they went up to the 
city. But Jesus was not with them. He remained at Jerusalem. 
They, supposing Him to be among the company, were not alarmed. 
They went a day’s journey, and as they saw Him not, they began to 
seek for Him, at first among relatives and friends, for here they 
thought He surely was. In vain! Jesus was not to be found in their 
company. Then they turned back towards Jerusalem, asking and 
hunting for Him as they retraced their steps towards the holy city. 
All in vain! Jesus was not found here; their searching and seeking 
was fruitless. 

In this manner we find many seeking Christ at a place where He 
is not to be found. One will do this with nice language and enticing 
words; he will commend undertakings, promise assistance, speak well 
of the matter, and heartily endorse it, believing to obtain by such 
conduct what Jesus came to this earth to bring him. He seeks Christ 
where He is not to be found. Another. searches in vain for Christ 
in his own works and actions. He thinks: “If I help my neighbor, 
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support my fellow-men, give for charitable purposes, show a kind 
and generous heart to the suffering, God’s frown on account of my 
sins must change into a glad smile, His wrath must melt into mercy, 
His love must conquer His justice.” The poor man seeks the Helper 
at the wrong place, among the kinsfolk and acquaintances, for “by 
the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.” 

After three days’ seeking, Mary and Joseph find Jesus in the 
temple. They little dreamt that He was there; but as they after- 
wards learned of Him, it was the only proper place to find Him, for 
He says, “How is it that ye sought me? Wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father’s business?” Is-it not self-evident that I must be 
doing that for which the Father has sent me into the world? They 
little comprehend, in fact, understand not, the saying, but are amazed 
to find Him where they had not expected to find Him. So are many 
people to-day looking for Jesus where they should not; and when 
they accidentally find Him, they are amazed; they expected Him not 
where He in reality is, namely, in the temple. 

The temple, in the old dispensation, was the place where God 
dwelt and had His habitation. Here He would speak to the High 
Priest, answer and counsel him in all important matters. This habi- 
tation of the Lord has remained with us, not in the form of a temple, 
but in the form of a book, for God’s place of showing Himself is His 
Word. That is the place where we should seek Him, where He prom- 
ises to be found of us, and where He shows us both His justice and 
His merey, His wrath and His grace, His vengeance and His love. 

Ah! what a temple the Word of God is! —a structure that in- 
fidels have picked and pried at, to loosen some of its adamantine 
rocks — a structure that the tides of time have rolled up against with 
the vehemence and animosity of the storm-swept séa, to crumble its 
truth —a structure that Satan and the gates of hell have been haul- 
ing their battering rams up against since its rearing. But what have 
all these accomplished? Have they loosened one stone in this edifice? 
Never! “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not 
pass away,” says Jesus; and the temple reared by the majestic hand 
of God stands, bidding defiance to man and devil! It stands like 
a beautiful pillar overtowering everything. Structures, monuments, 
columns, built of the most lasting and hardest stone or metal, crumble 
into dust under the heel of time; but this pillar is founded upon 
a rock where the surge of time spends its force in vain—this rock 
is the omnipotence of God! Poor men that attempt to overthrow 
this structure — they are self-destroyers. 

What a wonder this temple, the Bible, is! On the one wall are 
written with flashes of lightning the ten “nots,” Thou shalt not, 
Thou shalt not, Thou shalt not! On the other wall we read in letters 
of blood, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
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the world! He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” On 
the one wall is sketched Mount Sinai enveloped in smoke and light- 
nings and consuming fire; on the other wall is Mount Calvary stained 
with blood. In this temple you find justice carried out to the 
minutest detail, and grace in superabundance; love without parallel, 
and mercy without analogy. A peculiarity is, the more we seek and 
search in this temple, the more we find, the more we are amazed. 
Treasures are here stored away in such astounding plenty that man 
must marvel; yea, it reveals unto men the mysteries of God’s heart. 
What more could it do? 

It is here amidst the lilies that you find the beautiful Rose of 
Sharon which bloomed in the valley of humiliation, was plucked by 
the hand of death, but burst forth into blossom again — Jesus Christ 
in His temple, in His habitation, the Bible! 

Seek Him there, sinner, and not elsewhere! It is the only place 
where He will be found of you. Look wherever you will for Him 
aside of the Scriptures, and you will not, you cannot find Him. Seek 
Him in your own righteousness, look for Him in much-vaunted 
charity — He is not there; but pick up your Bible, and there is your 
Redeemer on every page. That venerable Book is where you should 
seek for Him; it is useless to look elsewhere. This is the sanctuary 
where He dwells and has His abode. 

It is extremely sad to meet with people who profess they are 
Christians, but have their Bibles, the best possession a Christian has, 
stored away with the dust of time gathered on them, people who have 
passed weeks, months, yea, years without ever looking at God’s 
Word! How can man excuse this great omission? What reward 
can he justly count upon? God gave His infallible Word to man, 
not to have him shirk and never read it— that never was the pur- 
pose; but He wants him to search it, look into it, read it, ponder it, 
study it, with fervor of mind and heart. Now, the man that neglects 
this sins against the God of heaven. 

A drowning man, to whom a rope is thrown to save his life, 
turns away from it; what is he but a fool in our estimation? God 
casts more than a rope to man; He gives His eternal Word to man 
that He may rescue his soul from perdition. Man slinks away and 
despises it; what do you think of such a person? 

A starving man has the most delicious food handed him. In- 
stead of eating it, he puts it into a nice cupboard and lets it spoil 
while he dies for want of food. Is that man wise? Would you 
commend his action? See, here is a poor soul dying for food. God 
hands down from heaven the best and most nourishing food there is, 
the Bible; and man does not even look at it! What shall we call 
this? Is it neglect; is it contempt; is it ignorance; is it scorn? 
No! God says it is heaping up wrath against the day of wrath! 
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2. 

The second thing that I wish to point to, contained in our text, 
is Jesus’ work. Joseph and Mary find Him after three days in the 
temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them and 
asking them questions. He, who is endowed with all knowledge and 
wisdom, sat in the midst of fallible men, hearing what they said, 
and questioning them. Should not we gladly imitate this by turning 
to Him, by going into the midst of God’s temple, His Word, and 
hearkening unto that which He desires to teach us? All questions 
necessary for your eternal salvation you will find answered here by 
divine lips to such a degree that you will be astonished, yea, pierced 
by admiration and amazement. 

Here in this Book are some of the most important questions dis- 
cussed that ever agitated the mind of man. Where is the earth from? 
God created it and all that it contains. Whence is man? He was 
formed by the hand of God. What is the object of this life? To 
prepare for the world to come. What shall become of me after death? 
If I believe in the Savior Jesus Christ, I shall be eternally happy; 
if I believe not, I shall be cast into everlasting hell-fire. These are 
but a few of the great questions the Bible sets forth and answers. 
Had God not been merciful and revealed these unto us, we would 
always have been in darkness concerning them. Why, then, ahold 
we not prize this Book above all others? 

. Jesus, after hearkening to His mother’s reproach for dealing 
with them’ thus, says, “Know ye not that I must be about my Father’s 
business?” or, About that which is my Father’s? He came to this 
earth sent by the Father to work out a salvation for the sinful human 
race. He is not tardy or slow, but shows forth the object of His 
coming at an early age. What a lesson for the sluggard and lazy 
man, who is slow to do what God wants him to do! O that he would 
imitate Christ’s example, showing forth the same diligence and zeal. 

You will notice that Jesus never did anything wrong or with 
a purpose to harm, never was idle or the like. His work was as pure 
as snow, without the least spot or blemish. His Father’s business 
was the devoted object of His heart; He did it obediently, willingly, 
gladly. You are His follower; show forth the same obedience and 
gladness in your calling. Let not the evil inclinations and bendings 
of your heart govern your actions. Let not the love of self be fed by 
rank hatred towards your fellow-men. God says you should love, 
love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute 
you. Where art thou, O man, that doest this? Thou mayest with 
thy lips speak well of thy neighbor in his presence, but in thy heart 
thou sayest, “Let us slay him!” Ah, wretched mortal—a Christian? 
doing the work Christ did? Never! never! 
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“Tf a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: 
.for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he 

love God whom he hath not seen?” or, “Whosoever hateth his brother 
is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abid- 
ing in him” —two great verdicts against him that hates his brother. 
John calls such a one a murderer, who has no part and share in 
eternal life, who, in other words, is no Christian — may he bear the 
name, yet he is not. He is a husk without an ear, a body without 
life, a form without the power of godliness. He does not the work 
of Christ. 

Again, Jesus is about His Father’s business. Whose business 
are you about, your Heavenly Father’s or your own? Is it self you 
are working for, or God? We are to serve our heavenly Master, not 
ourselves. Man is only too ready to look at things from the opposite 
point of God’s view given us in the Scriptures. God_says, “Do that 
not, it will ruin you!” Man thinks, “I’ll try it, there is no harm 
in it.” Now, who is the wiser, God or man, the sovereign Creator 
or the weak creature? Yet man will not hearken unto God; will not 
be about his Father’s business; will not place all that he does at 
the foot of the Cross; will not first seek the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness, and then have all the necessaries of life added 
thereto. Why is it thus? It is the unbelief and faithlessness of man; 
he trusts not in God, believes not His assurances and great promises. 
Faith, faith, is the one thing needful, but not found in such men. 
They are like the wretched drunkard on the street; they will stagger 
from one side of the path of life to the other, reeling from the right 
to the left, until they roll into the gutter of eternal ruin. O poor 
man, wretched man, miserable man, lost man — failed to do the work 
of his Heavenly Father! 

a 

The third truth of our text is the assertion of Christ’s growth. 
Our text states that Christ “went down with His parents, and came 
to Nazareth, and was subject unto them. And Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature,’ or age, “and in favor with God and man.” 
This is a beautiful testimony concerning Jesus. He increased, which 
is said of Him concerning His human nature; He advanced in 
wisdom and age, and in grace and favor with God and man. When 
comparing this record of Him who is our Ensample with the con- 
dition of professing Christians, we have a very sad and poor simi- 
larity. 

Some men, as they increase in age, advance in unbelief; the 
veil of darkness is drawn tighter and tighter around their hearts. 
Night becomes more dense, more appalling, as they go on. Satan 
clings to them with greater tenacity; they increase in age, but not 
in wisdom, much less in favor with God and man. 
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Some have been told of Christ from their infancy; perhaps their 
good mother spoke to them about Him who suffers little children to 
come unto Him; then they have heard of Him at school: and what 
a delight, what a pleasure and interest, they took in Him then! 
They were happy, as happy as man can be. Ofttimes their thoughts 
are carried back to the days of their childhood, and the wish steals 
over their minds: “Would that I had the peace of those days when 
my conscience was like a pillow of down, and my heart was filled 
with the peace of God that passeth all understanding. But ah, those 
days are flown and shall never return!” Many, many a man’s life 
is a sad tale told. Oh, fallen from grace! Increased in age, but 
decreased in wisdom; advanced in life, but retreated in favor with 
God and man! ; 

Scripture calls such people “backsliders,” a very descriptive word. 
You know it is easier to slide down a hill than to go up one. In fact, 
it costs no effort to take you down the hill—the evil propensities 
of your heart will care for that; but it takes an effort to advance, 
to increase, to climb the hill, to fight the good fight of faith. And 
this has been neglected. The happiness felt in childhood while look- 
ing to the Savior should be the same, yea, greater and largely in- 
creased, at advanced age, for God remains the same. But you have 
changed, and drifted from that which was committed unto you. Here 
lies the great fault with many. Had they died as children, they 
would have gone to heaven; but would they die to-day, they would 
go to hell. A melancholy matter, yet true. How is such a man to 
get back from whence he started? He is to confess his sins unto 
God and to believe in Jesus Christ. If he says he cannot find any 
sins of which to repent, let him examine his condition in the sight 
of the Law and its stupendous demands. Like the forked flash of 
lightning, it will pierce his heart, filling it, for a moment, with 
ghastly light, then shrouding it with the blackness of night if Christ 
be not looked to. This is the only way Scripture sets forth. Confess 
your sins, believe in Jesus Christ, and the kingdom of heaven is yours. 

Then beware, lest you fall from grace again, for you will either 
grow or wilt, bloom or fade, be a living branch on the vine or a 
withered one. You are to follow Jesus. He increased in age and 
wisdom. You also, as you advance in age, must advance in wisdom. 
The text tells you how. You must be found in that which is your 
Father’s, in His Word, the Bible; not only gladly hear it, but also 
read and study it. And as His mother kept all these. sayings in her 
heart and pondered them, so you are to receive His instruction, pre- 
serve it in your heart, and conform your life to it. It is a dead 
thing if your actions do not set forth your faith, for “faith without 
works is dead.” The man that confesses Jesus with his lips, but 
denies Him in his deeds, contradicts himself; he is a liar, says John. 
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He lies to his fellow-men, he lies to his neighbor, he lies to his God, 
and he lies to himself! 

He must finally increase in favor with God and man. He must 
so conduct himself that God is pleased with him. He must not walk 
in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stand in the way of sinners, nor 
sit in the seat of the scornful, but his delight must be in the Law 
of the Lord, in the Word of God, and in His Law must he meditate 
day and night. Then shall he be like a tree planted by the rivers 
of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also 
shall not wither, and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper: for God is 
pleased with him—he has favor with the Almighty; and man will 
also be pleased with him, having no cause to be displeased, since the 
true believer shows forth in his deeds and dealings with his neighbor 
the purity of his heart. Deception is a stranger, hatred an alien, and 
revenge unknown to him. Thus he has grace with God and man. — 

I conclude with a request. We have heard of the habitation of 
Jesus; we have heard with what diligence He was about His Father’s 
business; we have heard how He grew in wisdom and grace. We, 
being His followers, should manifest our sincere and upright ad- 
herence to Him in these things. And here the question arises, How 
can we do it? The answer is: It can easily be done by every one 
who really has the desire to be a true Christian. Hence I come to 
you to-day with a request to do your duty. I suppose that every 
one of you has a Bible. When was the last time you looked at it? 
Do you ever read in the Book that contains riches of eternal wisdom ? 
Or have you no time for it? Do you devote all twenty-four hours 
of the day in caring and providing for yourself, and have you not 
an hour to spare for your God, nay, I say not an hour, not a half 
hour, not a quarter of an hour, nay, not even five minutes out of 
twenty-four hours? Can you really say with David, “Lord, I love 
Thy Word”? If a man love a thing, he will be drawn towards it, 
will like to be in its presence. So also here. If a man loves God’s 
Word, he will read and study it. 

This reminds me of an incident related by a man that had spent 
many years in the service of the Lord. He called upon one of whom 
he had heard that he abhorred Christians because he considered 
them all hypocrites. After speaking to him for awhile, his attention 
was attracted to a stand on which lay some books. Among other 
volumes he saw a large book on which was written in gilt letters: 
“The Christian’s Family Bible.” Picking it up he found that all 
the leaves had been torn out and nothing but the lids remained. The 
man asked the infidel the object of this. He candidly replied: “This 
is an ideal Christian. He has a nice Bible, elegantly bound, lying 
in his parlor, and he never looks at it. He is like this mutilated 
book; there is nothing between the lids, nothing inside, all without.” 
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There is a degree of truth in this unbeliever’s words, and they remind 
you of Christ’s saying concerning the Pharisees: “Woe unto you 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepul- 
chers, which, indeed, appear beautiful outward, but are within full 
of dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness.” It is not only a gross 
neglect on the part of a Christian if he does not read his Bible, but 
it is also a grave offense and sin, since we have the express command 
to search the Scriptures. In fact, it should be the sweetest work of. 
a believer daily to spend some time reading his Bible. And here is 
my request in plain words. 

When you go home to-day, may this resolution go with you: 
I shall not let a day pass by without reading my Bible, since my 
Savior Jesus Christ says: “Search the Scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify of me.” 
May God grant this for Jesus’ sake! Amen. 

F. W. Apams, contr. by O. K. 


Sermon from Matt. 5, 16. 


“What do I live for?’ This, my beloved hearers, is a question 
that interests thoughtful, earnest people. We see that man born of 
woman is of a few days and spends his life in labor, toil, and sorrow, 
and then sinks into the grave. We know that it will be even so with 
us, and hence we ask, “What do we live for?” Surely, this is an 
important question; yet more important it is that we also find the 
right answer thereto. But alas, which are the answers commonly 
given? One says: “I live to eat and to drink and to be merry;” 
another: “I live to work and provide for myself and family, so that 
I may enjoy a life of comfort and ease;” a third: “I live to make 
myself a name among men;” a fourth: “I live—why, I live to make 
money.” And various other answers are given when people are 
asked what they live for. 

But the only right answer to this important question we can 
learn from the Word of God. There we find a double answer. With 
regard to the unregenerate we learn that they live, and continue to 
live, that they may have time and opportunity for repentance. If 
this were not the case, hell would long since have claimed them as 
its own. But graciously God lengthens out their lives that they 
might turn to Christ and be saved. It is the goodness and forbear- 
ance and longsuffering of God that would lead these people to re- 
pentance. 

But also when a person has become a Christian, he is not at 
onee taken from earth to heaven, but he remains in this life for 
some time. Why is this? Were it not better for him to depart at 
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once and to be with Christ? Surely, far better than to remain on 
earth in this vale of tears. Or are we Christians not yet fit for 
heaven? Most certainly, for by faith in Christ we are the children 
of God and heirs of salvation. Why, then, does God not call His 
children home? Why must we stay here on earth? It is because 
God has a work for us to do. Having ourselves become Christians, 
we should help to make others Christians. It is by our service that 
God would bring others to the saving knowledge of Christ. For this 
reason Christ left His disciples here on earth while He Himself 
ascended up into heaven; for this reason we Christians are here 
to-day that we should be instrumental in saving others. 

How is this done? By the preaching of the Word. From the 
Law we teach men to know their sins and proclaim unto them the 
curse and anger of God; but when they repent, we preach to them 
the sweet promises of the Gospel, assure them of God’s grace and 
pardon, and cheer them with the hope of eternal salvation. Thus 
sinners are converted and saved. Hence it is our life-work that we 
preach this Gospel of Christ. And let no one that is especially called 
unto this work seek his personal ease and comfort, but let us work 
faithfully and diligently in our calling. Let us not spare ourselves, 
but bend every muscle, strain every nerve, yea, let us consume our 
strength in our Master’s service, that in the end He may pronounce 
our life’s work well done. 

But this holds good also of the lay members of the church. 
Indeed, God does not require that each one of you preach publicly, 
but He does require that you see to it that the Gospel is being preached 
in your own midst and abroad. To this end God gives you life and 
being, health and strength, money and means, that you do all you 
can for the support of the Gospel ministry in your own congregation, 
and that you also help with your contributions to educate ministers 
and send out missionaries. Let none consider himself exempt from 
this duty, for the very fact that you, being a Christian, still live in 
this world shows that God expects you to do something more along 
this line. 

Yet not only by word of mouth and gift of hand, but also by 
the works of our lives we Christians should preach the Gospel of 
Christ. Our godly lives ought to be continuous sermons we preach 
unto unbelievers. And these living sermons, these practical demon- 
strations of the teachings of the Gospel in the lives and good works 
of church members, often make a deeper impression on unbelievers 
than many a well-set sermon preached by us pastors at church. And 
right here is an opportunity for every Christian to take an active 
part in mission work. We cannot all get up into the pulpit and 
preach, but we can all get out into everyday life and there preach 
unto our fellow-men a strong, powerful, and impressive sermon by 
leading a holy Christian life. Let me show you that 
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THE LIFE OF CHRISTIANS IS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN 
MISSION WORK. 


1. What kind of a life Christians lead. 
2 Why the life of Christians is so important in mission work. 


1: 


I wish to speak to you on the subject of mission, would, how- 
ever, not enlarge upon this, that to carry on mission work we must 
preach the Gospel, but rather emphasize this, that to advance the 
cause of mission we must also live the Gospel, and that by leading 
a truly Christian life we can do much towards the progress and suc- 
cess of the mission work, especially in our own congregation. 

We read in our text: “So let your light shine before men, that 
they may see your good works and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven.” These words of our Savior apply to Christians only, for 
they only have the light of faith, they only can let this light shine 
in good works, and they only can lead a Christian life, and thus, in 
this practical way, illustrate and recommend to un-Christians the 
Gospel of Christ. 

The natural state of man is one of spiritual darkness and igno- 
rance. While he knows there is a God, and also his conscience proves 
him guilty before this God, he has no love and longing for God in 
his heart. No, loving his sins, he hates the God whose curse and 
anger he must fear; having never experienced the love of God toward 
him, he cannot and does not love God in return; his carnal mind is 
enmity against God, and hence he cannot and will not lead a life 
that is pleasing to God. But unto his Christians Christ says: “Ye 
are the light of the world.” Being by nature in the same spiritual 
darkness and ignorance as the others, the Holy Ghost has enlightened 
us with His gifts. By means of the Gospel He worked in our hearts 
“the light of the knowledge of the glory of God.” Realizing our 
utter unworthiness, we then saw the great love with which God loved 
us from the beginning; we learned that He spared not His only- 
begotten Son, but delivered Him up for us all; we know that in 
Christ we have remission of sin, life, and eternal salvation. This 
knowledge of God’s love and grace in Christ kindled in our penitent 
hearts true love toward God. Our souls, once dark with dread de- 
spair, are now illumined with the bright light of faith in Christ, 
our Savior. Thus it is that by the light of His redeeming, saving 
grace God shined in our trembling hearts; thus He gave us the 
light of the knowledge of His glory in the face of Jesus Christ; thus 
we Christians became a light through faith in our Redeemer. The 
light therefore spoken of in our text is our faith in Christ. By this 
faith our dark and gloomy hearts were enlightened, by it our sad, 
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despondent souls were cheered, and by this light of faith also our 
lives will be brightened and illumined. Therefore Christ says: “Let 
your light so shine before men that they may see your good works.” 
An un-Christian spends his life in works of darkness and sin, but 
with those that have the light of faith burning in their hearts this 
light will shine forth also in their lives. It cannot be otherwise. 
Did you ever see a light that did not shine? No matter how small 
the light may be, it will always send forth rays of brightness. There- 
fore also the life of a Christian can no longer be darkness; no, he is 
a light, he walks in the light, and there will surely be visible rays 
of light. And these rays of light that shine forth in the life of 
a Christian are his good works. Hence we see, as rays emanate from 
light, so a Christian life proceeds from faith; as light dispels dark- 
ness, so faith drives out the darkness of sin; as light sends forth 
bright rays, so faith always manifests itself in good works. And the 
stronger the faith, the more godly will be the life of a person. 

Let us well grasp this. To lead a Christian life you must first 
be a Christian by faith. But being a Christian, you must surely 
avoid the unprofitable works of darkness. You cannot:be a Christian 
if knowingly and willfully you live in sin. A Christian will not do 
the works of the flesh, he will not be given to adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, hatred, strife, envyings, murders, drunkenness, rioting, 
and revelings. No, such and similar works of darkness a Christian 
will avoid, and if ever they crop out on him, he will earnestly strive 
to overcome them. If therefore, my beloved hearers, you are Chris- 
tians, real, true believing Christians, then you will shun and avoid 
everything that has the name, shape, form, and appearance of sin. 

Yet we must not only shun evil, but we must also do good; we 
must not only lay aside the works of darkness, but also exercise 
ourselves in the works of light. For expressly Christ says: “Let 
your light so shine before men that they may see your good works.” 
Such works in which the light of our faith shines forth are these: 
Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, fidelity, charity, 
humility, and many others. Do not imagine that to lead a Christian 
life it.is enough to avoid sin. I know many think so; they believe 
themselves to be excellent Christians because they do not curse, 
swear, get drunk, and go into bad houses. But I tell you, my dear’ 
hearers, there is more required of you. You must also do well, you 
must do good unto your neighbor, you must be zealous of good works, 
your life must be a continuous chain of deeds of kindness and love. 
Let none be content with this, that he manages to avoid what is evil, 
but let your “light so shine before men that they may see your 
good works.” 

Here, then, let each one of us examine himself, whether also 
his life is really a Christian life, whether also his faith shines forth 
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in good works, or whether he still lives on in works of darkness and 
sin. Inasmuch as you still live in sin you belie the profession of 
your faith and hinder the work of the Gospel; but if you let your 
light shine before men in works of love and righeousness, you prove 
your faith and give emphasis to the preaching of the Gospel. This 
leads us to our next point. 

2. 

Why is the life of Christians so important in mission work ? 
Mission work, you know, is carried on in this way that we preach 
unto sinners the Gospel of the grace of God in Christ Jesus. Now 
the life we Christians lead has a great influence on the progress of 
this work. The great importance of this becomes especially apparent 
when we consider the evil and blighting effect it has on mission work 
when professing Christians lead un-Christian lives. Paul speaks of 
a similar case in Rom. 2, 23: “Thou that makest thy boast of the 
Law, through breaking the Law dishonorest thou God; for the name 
of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you.” There is 
a man that boasts of his knowledge of the Law, he judges others by 
this Law, yea, he is ready to instruct others in this Law; but he 
himself breaks the Law, and thus he dishonors God. For when the 
Gentiles see that this man himself will not keep the Law, they also 
will not keep it, but rather blaspheme God whose servants are ready 
to teach, but not willing to keep, His Law. Thus it is also in mission 
work. We profess to be Christians, and take it upon ourselves to 
teach others the true religion by preaching repentance and remission 
of sin. But now imagine what a disastrous effect it must have upon 
the progress of this work, if these people among whom we are labor- 
ing see that while we are teaching them the Christian religion we 
ourselves do not practice it; while we tell them to avoid sin, we our- 
selves live in sin; while we exhort them to do good, we ourselves 
will not move a finger. What impression will this make on these 
people? Will they not doubt the truth of our message? Will they 
not say to themselves, If this much-praised Christian religion makes 
people such hypocrites, we do not care to accept it ?— yea, will these 
people not begin to blaspheme that God and that religion whose 
servants and confessors do not practice what they preach? Verily, 
the ungodly lives of professing Christians have a most ruinous effect 
upon the progress of mission work. What God builds up by the 
preaching of His Gospel they tear down by their wicked example. 
Missionaries from heathen lands tell us that nothing counteracts the 
progress of their work so much as the un-Christian lives of people 
coming from so-called Christian countries. Even so it is in our home 
congregations. If people not belonging to the church see that pro- 
fessing Christians and prominent church members are given to lies, 
dishonesty, drunkenness, and uncleanness, not at all practicing what 
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they preach, then the mission work of that congregation is paralyzed. 
And no matter how well the pastor may preach and how earnestly he 
may urge the Gospel invitation upon these people, they will not come 
to church, yea, frequently they will tell him that if the teachings of 
his church did not make people better Christians than some of his 
church members are, they would have nothing to do with his church. 
Every pastor that has had some experience in mission work knows 
that the un-Christian lives and doings of some church members keep 
others away from church. This, indeed, does not justify him who 
stays away from church, but it shows that by leading an un-Christian 
life we give great offense and thus retard and hinder the mission 
work in our own congregation. 

But while the sins of Christians will give the unregenerate oc- 
casion to blaspheme, the good works of Christians will lead them to 
praise God, for we read in our text: “Let your light so shine before 
men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
which ts in heaven.” Yes, if we Christians lead a holy, virtuous life, 
a life abounding in good works, we shall thereby render practical 
and efficient aid to the cause of mission. Of the Christians of the 
early Church it is written that the Gentiles thought it strange that 
these people would no longer run with them to the same excess of riot. 
The attention of the heathen was attracted by the fact that these 
Christians, who had formerly lived with them in the same sins, now 
had changed and would no longer walk in lasciviousness, lusts, excess 
of wine, revelings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries. Even so 
it should be with us. If we, my beloved, avoid the works of darkness 
and keep ourselves unspotted from the world, if we lead lives blame- 
less and irreproachable in the sight of men, giving no manner of 
offense unto the children of the world, they also will wonder what it 
might be that we no longer run with them in the ways of sin and 
worldliness. And thus it is that their attention will be attracted 
to our religion. But if our lives show also.an abundance of good 
works, works of righteousness and love, these works will lead people 
to praise God, for Christ says that seeing our good works people will 
praise our Father who is in heaven. Works of love and kindness 
will make a favorable impression on almost anybody; by well-doing 
we win people over to us. For when they see that our good works 
proceed from faith, that we do them not from any selfish motive, 
but from love toward God and our neighbor; when they learn that 
to do good is a part of our religion, and that our service to God 
manifests itself in our service to our fellow-men; when they see that 
we not only profess religion, but also practice it in our everyday 
life, then will people be attracted by the religion that works such 
a marvelous change in the life of a person, then will they inquire 
into the teachings that make people so kind, so loving, so meek, and 
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so charitable, then will they be ready to listen to that Gospel whose 
doctrines are so foreibly recommended to them by the virtuous, holy, 
charitable lives of its confessors. And thus it is that the godly life 
of Christians frequently removes prejudices and paves the way for 
the message of God’s Word. Thus the schools, hospitals, and char- 
itable institutions conducted by Christians in heathen lands do much 
to demonstrate unto these benighted people the superior quality of 
the Christian religion. And likewise the good works we Christians 
do at home, in our own congregation and community, are a great 
aid in furthering the cause of home mission. I do not say that by 
our good works we can make a person a Christian, for this God must 
do by the Gospel, but our Christian lives go a far way in demonstrat- 
ing, recommending, and enforcing the teachings of the Gospel. Peter 
says that by the conversation of the wives husbands may without 
the word be won. Even so many a one is favorably influenced for 
the Gospel of Christ by the love and good works of its confessors. 
Thus it is that the godly life of Christians aids the progress and- 
success of mission work, for if we let our light shine before men that 
they see our good works, they will thereby be led to glorify our 
Father in heaven. Surely, the life we Christians lead is an impor- 
tant factor in mission work. 

God knows there has been, and still is, a good deal of Gospel 
preaching in the world. Also this congregation has had its ample 
share. Still, the success in mission work and the growth of the 
Church is not what it might have been. What is the trouble? I tell 
you, one great trouble always has been that there was not enough 
of Christian living on the part of those who profess to be Christians. 
The good influence and work of the Gospel often is counteracted by 
the evil influence of the bad example set by professing Christians; 
and even though our lives are not exceptionally wicked, they are also 
not as good and godly as they ought to be, the light of our faith 
ought to shine out more fully in all manner of good works. Surely 
there is room for improvement with us all. 

Let us, then, bestir ourselves! Let us more than ever avoid the 
unprofitable works of darkness; let us become more zealous and 
active in good works; let our lives show forth the praises of Him 
who has called us from darkness into His marvelous light. Remember 
the great mercies and blessings of your God; remember that you 
live to make known these mercies and blessings unto others; remem- 
ber that the life you lead is an important factor in this your life’s 
work. Therefore, let us all be up and doing, let us advance the 
cause of mission also by the life we lead, yea, “let your light so shine 
before men that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.” HS Ke 
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Sermon Outline for Sylvester Eve. 
Ps. 37, 3—7. 


The reflexion that we have reached the closing hours of the year 
gives a serious ‘tone to our thoughts. We have arrived at the end 
of a period of time, and from this observation it is an easy progres- 
sion to think of the end of our time, of all time. The end is coming; 
yea, the end of all things is at hand. Sadness is mingled with our 
seriousness, when we observe the changes which time effects. The 
world has aged, men have aged; hopes cherished on the threshold of 
this waning year have not materialized; we deplore temporal losses 
and spiritual failures. — One has not changed, nor ever will. He is 
the Eternal I Am. He says: “I am the Lord; I change not.” He 
is Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever. To Him 
we will allow this farewell lesson of Scripture in 1908 to point our 
weary, faltering hearts. It urges us to regard 

THE LORD AS ALL-SUFFICIENT FOR THE BELIEVER. 

1. The Lord is the strength in all earthly activities of the be- 
liever, v. 3. 

2. The Lord is the object of every joy of the believer, v. 4. 

3. The Lord is the bearer of every burden of the believer, vv.5.6. 

4. The Lord is the soother of every sorrow of the believer, v.77. 


Prayer for Mission Festival. 


Lord Jesus, according to the promise the heathen shall be given 
Thee for Thine inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
Thy ‘possession; Thou shalt * ave dominion from sea to sea and from 
the river unto the ends of ine earth; Thou shalt subdue the king- 
doms of this world and be King over all the earth. 

And, behold, all this has come to pass. Thou didst send forth 
Thy holy twelve messengers to preach Thy Gospel unto every crea- 
ture, to proclaim repentance and the remission of sins in Thy name, 
and everywhere men have been awakened from the sleep of death 
and by faith become subjects of Thy holy and blessed kingdom, con- 
fessing with joy that Thou art the Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

Thy voice has also reached our ears and hearts and has brought 
us together here to serve Thee as Thy people. 

We beseech Thee, therefore, that Thou wouldst now bless us, as 
Thy people and inheritance, with the gifts of Thy Holy Spirit. Give 
us strong faith, fervent love, living hope, joyful profession, pure 
knowledge, good counsels, holy desires, and just works. 

Grant us also shepherds that are ensamples to the flock, standard- 
bearers in the conflict, leaders upon the right way, who will be as a 
wall and stand in the breach, and whom we feebler ones may strive 
to follow, until finally we shall all come into the unity of knowledge 
and unto a perfect man in Thee. 

Blessing and glory be unto Thy name here in the congregation 
and hereafter with all Thine elect for ever and ever. Amen. 


(Walther, Ansprachen und Gebete.) 
(Communicated by DR. ©. ABBETMEYER.) 


